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Tooth extraction will be followed by marked alterations to the tissue volume, in particular in the anterior zone, 
which may jeopardize the esthetic outcome of any dental treatment involving tooth extraction. If, however, 
ridge collapse can eb prevented or minimized after tooth extraction, more predictable outcomes with supe-
rior esthetics can be accomplished along with fewer surgical procedures. Therefore, it was proposed that 
stabilizing the soft tissue architecture with a free gingival graft could minimize the soft tissue shrinkage. The 
following case report describes some surgical modifications and refinements in order to enhance the predicta-
bility of the socket-seal surgery.

»The healing of free gingival autografts for socket seal surgery – a case report«,
Thalmair T., Hinze M., Bolz W., Wachtel H. Eur J Esthet Dent 2010; 5(4): 358-368.
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